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Program Overview 
 
The Victorian Cer5ficate of Educa5on (VCE) is usually a 
two-year cer5ficate based around the successful 
comple5on of senior secondary schooling. The Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) implement 
and manage the VCE.  
 
A wide selec5on of studies from all VCAA Learning Areas 
are offered to best cater to the needs and choices of 
students at Ringwood Secondary College.  
 
Studies are organised into semester units. Units 1 & 2 
are usually undertaken in Year 11 and Units 3 & 4 are 
usually undertaken in Year 12. Students at Ringwood 
Secondary College will undertake 12 Units in Year 11 and 
then a further 10 Units in Year 12. Sa5sfactory 
comple5on of VCE involves the successful comple5on of 
a minimum of 16 units that sa5sfy the required VCAA 
requirements.  
 
Students should ensure that in choosing VCE studies, 
their selec5ons sa5sfy any requirements needed for 
entry into ter5ary educa5on programs or occupa5ons 
that students may intend to pursue upon leaving school. 
Students should also consider their individual strengths 
and weaknesses in subjects previously undertaken and 
use their interest in par5cular studies to support the 
selec5on process. Any proposed VCE courses should be 
discussed with parents and teachers with direct 
knowledge of VCE, especially those within Senior School 
and members of the Careers Team.  
 
Some students may have already begun their VCE as a 
Year 10 student. Students who met specific criteria to 
undertake a Unit 1 & 2 study as a Year 10 student had 
this opportunity. Students wishing to con5nue with this 
study as a Unit 3 & 4 sequence in Year 11 have to 
achieve at least an overall result of B+ to ensure 
con5nuity of learning. Strong results in all other Year 10 
subjects is also a requirement.  
 

Higher Educa-on in VCE Studies 
(HEVS)  
The opportunity to complete a Higher Educa5on study 
during Year 12 may be of interest to high achieving 
students and/or students wishing to experience 
university subjects in advance of star5ng university. This 
can provide a great learning opportunity and challenge 
for students within a par5cular area of interest. 
Prerequisites are required for most subjects across 
universi5es. To be eligible to undertake a HEVS, students 

will need to have successfully completed a Unit 3 & 4 
sequence in Year 11. The HEVS subject will only be 
recognised as a 5th or 6th subject, contribu5ng 
approximately 10% of the achieved result towards a 
student’s ATAR.  
 

VCE Baccalaureate  
The VCAA VCE Baccalaureate is awarded to students in 
recogni5on of the depth, breadth and achievement 
levels within par5cular studies. To be eligible to receive 
the VCE Baccalaureate students must complete VCE 
with:  

• a score of 30 or above for English, Literature or 
English Language, or a score of 33 or above for 
English as an Addi5onal Language,  

• a VCE Languages study,  
• a VCE Mathema5cal Methods or Specialist 

Mathema5cs study scores for at least two other 
Unit 3 and 4 sequences. 
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VCE Assessment and Repor-ng  
Sa#sfactory Comple#on of Units  
To sa5sfactorily complete VCE, a student must achieve a 
sa5sfactory result for a minimum of 16 units that sa5sfy 
the requirements of VCAA. These requirements must 
include:  

• At least three units from the English group, two 
of which must be a Unit 3 & 4 sequence  

• An addi5onal three Unit 3 & 4 sequences of 
studies other than English, which may include 
further sequences from the English group  

Each VCE unit includes a set of Learning Outcomes in 
accordance with VCAA. These require students to 
demonstrate key knowledge and skills within subjects 
undertaken, School Assessed Coursework (SAC) and 
School Assessed Tasks (SAT) are graded and used to 
assess Learning Outcomes.  
 
Upon conclusion of a Unit, a student’s result of 
Sa5sfactory (S) or Not Sa5sfactory (N) will be reported to 
VCAA for each unit undertaken. This informa5on will be 
recorded on a student’s ‘Statement of Results’ issued by 
VCAA.  

Assessment Units 1 & 2  
VCAA will issue all students with a Statement of Results 
that will show an S or N for each unit. An S indicates that 
the Learning Outcomes have been sa5sfactorily 
completed. Examina5ons will also form part of the 
school-based assessment of Units 1 & 2.  

Assessment Units 3 & 4  
At the conclusion of a Unit 3 & 4 study sequence, a study 
score (out of 50) will be determined. This is based on a 
student’s performance in both school-based assessment 
(SACs and/or SATs) and external examina5ons. These 
individual study scores form the bias of calcula5on of a 
student’s Australian Ter5ary Admission Rank (ATAR).  

General Assessment Test (GAT)  
The GAT is a test of general knowledge and skills in 
wrihen communica5on, mathema5cs, science, 
technology, humani5es and the arts. All Year 12 students 
(VCE & VCE - Voca5onal Major) and/or students 
undertaking a Unit 3 and 4 sequence are required to sit 
the GAT. This examina5on plays an important role in the 
quality assurance of VCE assessments and also provides 
students with an opportunity to demonstrate they meet 
the Victorian Literacy and Numeracy Standards expected 
at a senior secondary level. GAT results are also used in 
the calcula5on of any poten5al Derived Examina5on 
Score (DES).  
 

Australian Ter#ary Admission Rank (ATAR)  
A student’s ATAR is used as a basis for entry to many 
university and some TAFE courses. The ATAR will place 
students on a percen5le ranking, with 99.95 being the 
highest possible rank. This achieved rank will be used by 
all courses that choose to select applicants on the basis 
of VCE results. The ATAR is calculated using results 
achieved in Unit 3 & 4 sequences. A student’s ATAR is 
calculated using:  

• The student’s best scaled score in one of 
English, English Language, Literature or English 
as an Addi5onal Language  

• The next best three scaled study scores 
permissible  

• 10% of any fiZh and sixth permissible study 
scores available  

Alterna#ve Ter#ary Entry  
Direct offers are available for a variety of university and 
TAFE courses. These are updated annually by individual 
ins5tu5ons and current informa5on is accessible via 
websites.  

Scaling  
Victorian Ter5ary Admissions Centre (VTAC) scaled study 
scores allow for fair comparisons to be made between 
students' achievements across all their studies, 
regardless of the studies undertaken. This enables 
students to freely choose studies they like or are good at 
without worrying about the effect on their ATAR.  
If you choose a study that you are not very good at 
simply because it will be scaled up, the study score you 
receive will be a lot lower than what you could expect in 
a study you are good at and that interests you. While 
your score will be scaled up, it is unlikely that your VTAC 
scaled study score would be any higher than if you had 
chosen a more suitable study, even one that is scaled 
down.  
The way to ensure that you achieve your best ATAR is to 
choose your studies according to what you are interested 
in; what you are good at; and what studies you need for 
future study. The calcula5on of the ATAR guarantees that 
all studies are treated equally and provides you with a 
common score for ter5ary selec5on across Australia. 
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Victorian Cer-ficate of Educa-on - 
Voca-onal Major (VCE VM)  
What is VCE VM?  
The Victorian Cer5ficate of Educa5on (VCE VM) is a more 
prac5cal based learning op5on for Year 11 and 12 
students. VCE VM aims to provide the skills, knowledge 
and ahributes to enable students to make informed 
choices about pathways to work and further educa5on. 
The program provides opportuni5es to build personal 
skills and further interests in an applied learning 
environment. A feature of the VCE VM program is the 
con5nued par5cipa5on in community related events and 
programs. Please note that Year 12 VCE VM students are 
required to sit the GAT (Sec5on A only).  

Selec#on and Applica#on Process  
It is important to note that VCE VM will challenge all 
students. It is a more hands-on approach and 
appropriate pathway for many students. Likewise, this 
program will not suit all students and therefore an 
applica5on and interview process is required to select 
students for the VCE VM. Further informa5on about the 
applica5on process and requirements are available from 
the RSC Careers Team.  

VCE VM Overview  
To sa5sfactorily complete VCE VM, a student must 
achieve a sa5sfactory result for a minimum of 16 units 
that sa5sfy the requirements of VCAA. These 
requirements include:  

• 3 VCE VM Literacy units or 3 units from other 
studies in the English group (including a Unit 3–
4 sequence)  

• 2 VCE VM Numeracy or other units from the 
Mathema5cs studies group  

• 2 VCE VM Work Related Skills units  
• 2 VCE VM Personal Development Skills units  
• 2 VET credits at Cer5ficate II level or above and 

work placement  
In addi5on to their Unit 3–4 sequence from the English 
group (or Literacy if VCE VM), students must complete a 
minimum of 3 other Unit 3–4 sequences as part of their 
program.  
Each VCE VM unit includes Learning Outcomes in 
accordance with VCAA. These require students to 
demonstrate key knowledge and skills within subjects 
undertaken.  
Upon conclusion of a Unit, a student’s result of 
Sa5sfactory (S) or Not Sa5sfactory (N) will be reported to 
VCAA for each unit undertaken. This informa5on will be 
recorded on a student’s ‘Statement of Results’ issued by 
VCAA.  
 

School Based Appren#ceships & Traineeships 
(SBAT)  
School based appren5ceships and traineeships provide 
opportuni5es for students to gain a voca5onal 
qualifica5on while comple5ng all required aspects of the 
VCE VM. SBATs combine school, paid part-5me work and 
structured training with a TAFE or training provider. 
Students are required to spend a minimum of seven 
hours per week in employment and another six hours 
per week in structured training. In order to gain an SBAT, 
a formal Appren5ceship Contract and Training Plan is 
required. Comple5on of an SBAT will earn credit towards 
comple5on of the VCE VM. 
 

Voca-onal Educa-on and Training 
(VET) Studies  
What is VET?  
VET courses are designed to broaden opportuni5es for 
students in voca5onally orientated programs, and can 
complement the tradi5onal VCE program. VET is a 
compulsory requirement in the VCE VM program. 
 
VET programs enable students to undertake preliminary 
voca5onal training as part of their overall school 
program. If a VCE student elects to complete a VET 
course, it will take the place of one elec5ve subject each 
semester.  
 
Most courses run on Wednesday aZernoons 
commencing at 1.00pm, and concluding at 5.30pm, 
although some VET courses require a full day training. 
Specific details will be confirmed at the end of this year 
or early next year. Students wishing to complete a VET 
course next year must complete and submit an 
applica5on. Applica5on details and further informa5on 
about any of the possible VET courses is available from 
the Careers Team.  
 
Ringwood Secondary College students have access to a 
number of different VET courses and providers. 
Ringwood Secondary College offers Automo5ve 
Technology, IT: Gaming & Networking and Engineering, 
but students are not limited to these courses. Students 
have the opportunity to undertake many other VET 
courses offered at different schools and ins5tu5ons.  
Please be aware that VET courses may incur some 
material costs.  
 

VET Units  
VET units can contribute towards the required 16 units 
needed to successfully complete VCE. All VET courses 
with a Unit 3 & 4 scored assessment sequence 
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contribute to the calcula5on of a student’s ATAR and can 
count as part of the ‘Primary Four’. Where scored 
assessment is not available, the VET course will 
contribute as a 10% increment of the lowest study score 
of the Primary Four.  
 

VET Courses Offered within our Network  
The following VET courses are offered to students. These 
courses are held at variety of different loca5ons:  
 

§ Ac5ng, Film & TV (Screen and Media)  
§ Allied Health  
§ Animal Studies  
§ Automo5ve  
§ Beauty Services  
§ Building (Construc5on and Furniture Making)  
§ Business (Workplace Skills)  
§ Community Services  
§ Crea5ve Industries  
§ Dance 
§ Design Fundamentals  
§ Early Childhood Educa5on and Care  
§ Electrotechnology  
§ Engineering  
§ Equine Studies  
§ Fashion Design (Apparel and Tex5les)  
§ Graphic Design Fundamentals  
§ Hairdressing  
§ Hor5culture  
§ Hospitality (Cookery)  
§ IT: Gaming  
§ IT: Networking  
§ Laboratory Skills  
§ Make-up and Skincare  
§ Music Industry  
§ Plumbing  
§ Sport and Recrea5on 

 
 

Course Selec-on Process 
The first step in the course selec5on process is to 
consider a student’s pathway beyond school. It is 
important to ensure that selec5ons have met any 
required prerequisites for university or TAFE courses, and 
that selected studies are appropriately matched to the 
individual interests and abili5es of a student. 
 
A VCE program is usually completed over two years 
chosen from the VCE studies offered at Ringwood 
Secondary College. When crea5ng a VCE program, 
students must select 4 units of an English grouped 
subject. Students can then select other units that best 
fulfil requirements to make a total of 22 units to be 
completed across Years 11 and 12. As previously stated, 

this consists of 12 units during Year 11 and 10 units 
during Year 12. 
 
Whilst a VCE program ini5ally selected creates a course 
of study over a two year period, there is the opportunity 
for students to change direc5on or focus throughout 
Year 11. It is important that all students complete a 
meaningful course of study that will provide adequate 
pathways into further study or employment.  
 
If VCE VM is the most appropriate op5on, it consists of 
prescribed units, along with individual VET courses and 
work placement. 
 
The ini5al selec5on of the most appropriate op5on (VCE 
or VCE VM) is an important stage within the course 
selec5on process. Considerable thought and planning 
should be given when selec5ng the most appropriate 
program and units to undertake. 
 
In crea5ng a VCE program, students are supported in a 
variety of ways:  

§ Presenta5ons and informa5on distributed in 
Year Level Assemblies  

§ Pathways research and inves5ga5on within the 
Bounce program  

§ Comple5on of a Career Ac5on Plan  
§ VCE & VCE VM informa5on resource available 

for students and parents to inform of 
curriculum and administra5ve requirements  

§ Careers counselling to support students with 
appropriate study selec5ons within VCAA 
guidelines and university prerequisites  

§ Individual checking and entry of proposed 
subject preferences  

§ Confirma5on of allocated subjects
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VCE Studies Offered
Arts 

• Art Crea5ve Prac5ce 
• Drama 
• Media 
• Music Units 1 and 2 
• Music Contemporary or Repertoire 

Performance Units 3 and 4 
• Visual Communica5on Design 

 

Business and Humani#es 
• Accoun5ng 
• Business Manager 
• Classical Studies 
• Economics 
• Geography 
• History: Modern History (Units 1 and 2) 
• History: Revolu5ons (Units 3 and 4) 
• Legal Studies 
• Philosophy 
• Poli5cs (Units 1 and 2 in 2027) 

 

English 
• English 
• English as an Addi5onal Language (EAL)** 
• Bridging English as an Addi5onal Language ** 
• English Language (Units 1 and 2 in 2027) 
• Literature 

 

Health and Physical Educa#on 
• Health and Human Development 
• Physical Educa5on 
• Outdoor Educa5on and Environmental Studies* 

(Units 3 and 4 open to year 11s) 
 

Languages 
• French 

 

Mathema#cs 
• Founda5on Mathema5cs (Units 1 and 2 in 2027) 
• General Mathema5cs 
• Mathema5cal Methods 
• Specialist Mathema5cs 

 

Sciences 
• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Environmental Science 
• Physics 
• Psychology 

 

Technologies 
• Applied Compu5ng (Units 1 and 2) 
• SoZware Development (Units 3 and 4) 
• Food Studies 
• Product Design and Technologies 

 
All subjects are offered from Units 1-4 unless specified. 
 
Timetabling constraints, minimum class sizes, available 
physical and human resources are all factors that 
contribute to classes running. Ringwood Secondary 
College aims to sa5sfy the choices and requirements of 
students wherever possible. 
 
*Curriculum contribu5ons are requested for some 
subjects due to necessary resources and/or ac5vi5es for 
student learning. 
 
** Available only to EAL students 
 
VCAA study designs and further informa5on about each 
subject can be accessed via the link: 
hhps://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-
designs/Pages/vce-study-designs.aspx 
 
 
The following pages have outlines of the subjects listed 
above arranged in faculty groups. 
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Arts
Art Crea-ve Prac-ce 
Unit 1: Interpre#ng Artworks and Exploring 
the Crea#ve Prac#ce 
Students use experien5al learning to explore making and 
responding to art through the Crea5ve Prac5ce. They 
study diverse ar5sts (at least three), focusing on how 
meaning is created, especially around personal iden5ty. 
Using the Structural and Personal Lenses, they analyse 
artworks and form informed interpreta5ons. Students 
experiment with varied materials, techniques, and art 
forms to produce a body of work. Through stages of 
research, explora5on, experimenta5on, development, 
evalua5on, and reflec5on, they build technical skills and 
crea5ve thinking across tradi5onal and contemporary 
prac5ces. 
 

Unit 2: Interpre#ng Artworks and Developing 
the Crea#ve Prac#ce 
Students use inquiry learning to inves5gate ar5s5c and 
collabora5ve prac5ces. They apply the Cultural Lens, 
alongside other lenses, to analyse how ar5sts from 
different 5mes and cultures communicate social and 
personal ideas. Students explore how artworks reflect, 
challenge, or reinforce social and cultural beliefs and 
contexts. They create and present their own artworks 
using the Crea5ve Prac5ce, informed by research into 
historical and contemporary ar5sts. Through this, they 
develop visual responses and examine art’s social 
func5ons while con5nuing to use Structural and Personal 
Lenses where relevant. 
 

Unit 3: Inves#ga#on, Ideas, Artworks and the 
Crea#ve Prac#ce 
Students use inquiry and project-based learning to 
develop a Body of Work through the Crea5ve Prac5ce. 
They research historical and contemporary ar5sts to 
inform their ideas and create a finished artwork that 
contributes to their overall folio. Students explore issues 
arising from artworks and ar5s5c prac5ce. Using the 
Interpre5ve Lenses, they analyse and reflect on artworks 
and their own crea5ve process. Through 
experimenta5on with materials, techniques, and 
processes, they apply cri5cal and crea5ve thinking to 
develop and refine their ideas and skills. 
 

Unit 4: Interpre#ng, Resolving and Presen#ng 
Artworks and the Crea#ve Prac#ce 
Students con5nue developing their Body of Work 
through inquiry and project-based learning, building on 
Unit 3. They research ar5sts to inform their prac5ce and 
use the Interpre5ve Lenses to analyse and refine ideas. 
Students par5cipate in a cri5que, using feedback to 
improve and resolve their work. They present a final 
Body of Work with suppor5ng documenta5on. Through 
making and responding, they explore mul5ple 
interpreta5ons of artworks and deepen their 
understanding of meaning across different contexts. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• An extended wrihen response 
• Short-answer responses supported by visual 

references 
• An annotated visual report 
• An oral presenta5on 

 

Drama 
Unit 1: Introducing Performance Styles 
Students study three or more performance styles from 
diverse cultural and historical contexts, focusing on ritual 
and storytelling tradi5ons. They create and present 
devised solo or ensemble performances based on 
s5mulus material reflec5ng personal or community 
experiences. Students develop characters, use play-
making techniques, and apply expressive and 
performance skills. They analyse both their own work 
and professional performances, and document their 
process while experimen5ng with drama5c elements, 
conven5ons, produc5on areas, and performance styles. 
 

Unit 2: Australian Iden#ty 
Students explore aspects of Australian iden5ty in 
contemporary drama by crea5ng, presen5ng and 
analysing a devised solo or ensemble performance. 
Using s5mulus material, they examine people, events, or 
ideas from Australian contexts. Students develop skills in 
performance styles, conven5ons, and techniques such as 
transforma5on, symbolism, and drama5c elements. They 
document their crea5ve process and analyse both their 
own work and a professional Australian performance, 
deepening their understanding of how meaning is 
created in drama. 
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Unit 3: Devised Ensemble Performance 
Students explore the work of drama prac55oners and 
use contemporary and tradi5onal performance styles to 
devise ensemble performances. Working collabora5vely, 
they develop and present work that may reflect a single 
or mul5ple styles. They apply play-making techniques, 
drama5c elements, conven5ons, and produc5on areas to 
shape meaning and audience impact. Students 
experiment with transforma5on, symbolism, and 
expressive skills, while documen5ng and evalua5ng each 
stage of the crea5ve process. 
 

Unit 4: Devised Solo Performance 
Students develop and present devised solo 
performances using a range of contemporary and 
tradi5onal styles. They create work by extrac5ng ideas 
from s5mulus material and applying play-making 
techniques. Students experiment with symbolism, 
transforma5on, and performance conven5ons to shape 
meaning. They refine their skills through structured 
tasks, incorpora5ng drama5c elements, expressive and 
performance skills, and produc5on areas. Throughout 
the unit, they document and evaluate the stages of 
crea5ng, developing, and presen5ng their solo 
performance. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Oral or mul5media presenta5ons 
• Short and extended responses to structured 

ques5ons 
• Journal reflec5ons 
• Performances 

 

Media 
Unit 1: Media Forms, Representa#ons and 
Australian Stories 
Audiences ac5vely engage with media, interpre5ng 
meaning through shared language, codes and 
conven5ons. Students study how representa5ons, 
narra5ves and media techniques shape the reali5es 
audiences perceive, and how audiences act as both 
consumers and producers. They analyse the influence of 
creators and ins5tu5ons on media produc5on, while 
crea5ng their own media texts across forms. The course 
also develops research skills and explores Australian 
narra5ves, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
perspec5ves, to understand their cultural significance 
and contribu5on to iden5ty. 
 

Unit 2: Narra#ve Across Media Forms 
Fic5onal and non-fic5onal narra5ves underpin all media 
forms, constructed through images, sounds and words 
using codes and conven5ons. Emerging technologies 
enable hybrid and user-generated narra5ves, reshaping 
tradi5onal storytelling and audience engagement. 
Students explore narra5ves across diverse media, 
including film, television, print and digital plarorms, 
analysing how technology influences produc5on, 
distribu5on and recep5on. They also create their own 
narra5ves, applying an understanding of structure, codes 
and conven5ons suited to different media forms. 
 

Unit 3: Media Narra#ves, Contexts and 
Preproduc#on 
Students analyse how narra5ves are constructed through 
cause-and-effect events across media forms, using codes 
and conven5ons to create meaning. They develop media 
language skills by closely studying a narra5ve and 
examining how social, cultural, poli5cal and historical 
contexts influence its construc5on and audience 
interpreta5on. Students also explore and research 
techniques for their own media work, focusing on 
audience engagement. Through pre-produc5on, they 
design and plan a media product, experimen5ng with 
technologies and crea5ng wrihen and visual 
documenta5on to support later produc5on. 
 

Unit 4: Media Produc#on, Agency and Control 
in and of the Media 
Students focus on producing and refining a media 
product, developing work from pre-produc5on plans 
through to comple5on while reflec5ng on feedback. 
They examine how social, cultural, poli5cal and historical 
contexts shape media content and influence audience 
interpreta5on. By analysing various media products, 
students explore how creators convey values and impact 
society. They also inves5gate rela5onships between 
media, audiences and ins5tu5ons, including the role of 
government regula5on and the opportuni5es and 
challenges presented by contemporary media 
technologies. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Audio-visual or video sequences 
• Radio or audio sequences 
• Photographs 
• Print layouts 
• Sequences or presenta5ons using digital 

technologies 
• Posters 
• Wrihen responses 
• Oral reports 
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Music 
Unit 1: Organisa#on of Music 
Students learn how music is organised by performing, 
crea5ng, analysing and responding to different styles. 
They prac5se solo and group performances to build skill, 
expression and understanding of style. Students also 
create short pieces through composing, arranging or 
improvising. They develop knowledge of musical 
language and learn how composers use elements and 
techniques to express ideas and meaning in music. 
 

Unit 2: Effect in Music 
Students explore how music can be used to create 
specific effects. They perform solo and group pieces to 
build skill, expression and style, including at least one 
piece designed to achieve a clear effect. They also create 
short music pieces to show their understanding. By 
listening to and analysing different music, students learn 
how musicians use musical elements and techniques to 
communicate ideas, and they prac5se iden5fying and 
wri5ng these features using music language. 
 

Units 3 and 4: Music Contemporary 
Performance 
Students explore different ways of performing music, 
including improvisa5on and expressing personal style. 
They study other musicians to learn how interpreta5on 
and crea5vity shape performance. Students prac5se and 
improve their technical, expressive and stylis5c skills 
while preparing music. 
In Unit 3 and 4, students focus on performing notated 
music, building advanced skills for solo and group 
performances. They prepare a recital program, evaluate 
performances, and explain their musical choices. 
Throughout, they listen to a wide range of music and 
develop their understanding of musical elements like 
rhythm, harmony and scales. 
 

Units 3 and 4: Repertoire Performance 

This study focuses on learning and performing 
written music. Students choose an instrument and 
build skills to play both solo and with others. They 
develop strong technique and learn how to 
perform in different musical styles. Students also 
listen to and analyse music, and evaluate their 
own and others’ performances. 

The main task is preparing a recital of up to 20 
minutes, including at least one group 

performance and a recent Australian piece. 
Students must show a range of styles and bring 
copies of their music for assessment. 

Assessment may include: 
• Short and extended wrihen responses to 

structured ques5ons 
• Wrihen or oral explana5ons describing and 

jus5fying performance choices 
• Prac5cal demonstra5ons of music language, 

knowledge and skills 
• Wrihen or oral jus5fica5ons or explana5ons of 

techniques used and their impact on a piece 
• Responding to ques5ons about previously 

unheard music 
 

Visual Communica-on and Design 
Unit 1: Finding, Reframing and Resolving 
Design Problems 
This unit introduces students to human-centred design, 
focusing on iden5fying, reframing, and solving design 
problems to improve people’s lives. Students learn 
research methods, collabora5on, and stakeholder 
perspec5ves to create design briefs. They explore the 
VCD design process, including divergent and convergent 
thinking. Prac5cal projects develop skills in 
communica5on and industrial design, emphasising visual 
language, feedback, and refinement. Students 
inves5gate branding, product development, and 
sustainable prac5ces, while considering social, cultural, 
environmental, technological, and economic influences 
on design and its poten5al to drive change. 
 

Unit 2: Design Contexts and Connec#ons 
Unit 2 builds on prior learning by applying the full VCD 
design process, with a focus on designing environments 
and interac5ve experiences. Students explore fields such 
as architecture, interior and landscape design, and UX, 
using design elements, principles, and materials to meet 
user and contextual needs. They examine the emo5onal 
impact of design, draw inspira5on from historical and 
cultural influences, and refine ideas through cri5que. The 
unit also emphasises culturally appropriate design, 
including Indigenous knowledge protocols, and explores 
issues of ownership and intellectual property. 
 

Unit 3: Visual Communica#on in Design 
Prac#ce 
This unit explores how designers work and how their 
designs respond to problems and ideas of good design. 
Students analyse contemporary designers, their 
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processes, contexts, and use of visual language. They 
inves5gate the purposes and impacts of design across 
fields while building prac5cal skills. Students apply the 
Discover, Define and Develop phases of the VCD design 
process, using research to create a brief with two 
communica5on needs. They generate, test and refine 
ideas through cri5que, forming the basis for further 
development and final design solu5ons in Unit 4. 
 

Unit 4: Delivering Design Solu#ons 
This unit focuses on resolving and presen5ng final design 
solu5ons using the VCD design process. Students refine 
and evaluate ideas developed in Unit 3 through itera5ve 
feedback, revisi5ng research and design criteria. They 
experiment with materials, methods, and prototypes to 
test concepts. Students then present and jus5fy their 
designs through a pitch, respond to feedback, and apply 
final refinements. Emphasis is placed on selec5ng 
appropriate presenta5on formats, ensuring solu5ons 
effec5vely meet dis5nct communica5on needs and align 
with the design brief. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Folio including notes explaining design choices 
• Short and extended wrihen response 
• An annotated visual report 
• A presenta5on using digital technologies such 

as an online presenta5on or interac5ve website 
• An oral presenta5on 
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Business & Humani;es
Accoun-ng 
Unit 1: The Role of Accoun#ng in Business 
This unit examines how businesses are established and 
how accoun5ng determines success or failure. Students 
learn the importance of accoun5ng informa5on for 
stakeholders and analyse business performance using 
financial and non-financial data to make investment 
recommenda5ons. They record financial transac5ons 
and prepare reports for sole proprietor service 
businesses. The unit also incorporates the IASB 
Conceptual Framework, financial indicators, and ethical 
considera5ons, including financial, social, and 
environmental factors influencing business decisions. 
 

Unit 2: Accoun#ng and Decision-Making For A 
Trading Business 
This unit develops students’ understanding of accoun5ng 
for trading businesses, focusing on inventory, accounts 
receivable, accounts payable, and non-current assets. 
Students use manual methods and digital tools to 
prepare financial reports and budgets. They analyse 
performance, predict outcomes, and compare strategies 
to improve business opera5ons. The unit integrates the 
Conceptual Framework, financial indicators, and ethical 
considera5ons, including financial, social, and 
environmental factors, to support informed business 
decision-making. 
 

Unit 3: Financial Accoun#ng For a Trading 
Business 
This unit focuses on financial accoun5ng for a sole 
trader, emphasising accoun5ng as an informa5on 
system. Students apply double-entry recording, accrual 
accoun5ng, and the perpetual inventory system to 
record and report financial data. They explore how 
accoun5ng processes and business decisions impact 
performance, interpret reports in various formats, and 
recommend improvement strategies. The unit also 
integrates the Conceptual Framework, financial 
indicators, and ethical considera5ons, including financial, 
social, and environmental factors in decision-making. 
 

Unit 4:  Recording, Repor#ng, Budge#ng and 
Decision-Making 
This unit develops students’ understanding of accoun5ng 
for a sole trader and accoun5ng as an informa5on 
system. Students use double-entry recording, accrual 
accoun5ng, and the perpetual inventory system, 

applying both manual and ICT methods. They learn 
balance day adjustments, deprecia5on methods, and 
budge5ng for decision-making. Students analyse reports 
and graphs to evaluate business performance and 
recommend improvements, while applying the 
Conceptual Framework, financial indicators, and 
considering ethical, social, and environmental impacts in 
decision-making. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Short and extended responses to structured 

ques5ons 
• Case studies with analysis / evalua5on of 

situa5ons and their poten5al solu5ons 
 

Business Management 
Unit 1: Planning a Business 
This unit explores the importance of businesses to a 
na5on’s economic and social wellbeing. Students 
examine how business ideas are developed and the 
condi5ons that support entrepreneurship. They 
inves5gate internal and external factors that influence 
businesses and their planning, and consider how these 
factors impact the success of business ideas and overall 
economic and social development. 
 

Unit 2: Establishing a Business 
This unit focuses on establishing a business, including 
mee5ng legal requirements and planning key opera5ons. 
Students explore how to set up financial record keeping 
systems, staff the business, and build a customer base 
through effec5ve marke5ng. They examine management 
prac5ces using recent business case studies to 
understand how decisions impact business success. 
 

Unit 3: Managing a Business 
This unit examines how to manage a business effec5vely 
to achieve its objec5ves. Students explore different types 
of businesses, their goals, and stakeholders. They 
inves5gate strategies for managing staff and opera5ons, 
and develop an understanding of the complexi5es 
involved in business management. Contemporary case 
studies are used to compare theore5cal concepts with 
real-world business prac5ces. 
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Unit 4: Transforming a Business 
This unit focuses on how businesses adapt and manage 
change to achieve their objec5ves. Students examine the 
importance of reviewing performance through key 
performance indicators and apply strategies for effec5ve 
change management. They explore leadership and 
management roles in driving change and evaluate real-
world business prac5ces using recent case studies to 
compare theory with prac5ce. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Case studies or reports 
• Short and extended wrihen responses to 

structured ques5ons 
• Presenta5ons 
• Analysis and evalua5on of data to propose 

poten5al solu5ons 
 

Classical Studies 
 

Unit 1: Mythical worlds 
This unit explores the myths of ancient Greece and/or 
Rome and their impact on both ancient and modern 
cultures. Students learn how myths explained the world, 
human behaviour, gods, heroes and important events. 
They examine famous mythological characters and 
themes, and inves5gate how these stories con5nue to 
influence society today. Students also study 
archaeological sites linked to myths, such as Troy and 
Knossos, to explore whether the stories have a historical 
basis. They use archaeological evidence to draw 
conclusions and consider ethical issues surrounding 
archaeology and ownership of the past. 

 

Unit 2: Classical Worlds 
This unit explores how myths, beliefs and crea5ve works 
shaped life in ancient Greece and Rome. Students learn 
how myths influenced religion, fes5vals, daily life, art, 
literature and architecture, and how they helped people 
understand their world. They examine where and how 
these stories were experienced and why they were 
important. Students also analyse classical texts, artworks 
and other cultural works to understand the ideas they 
communicate and how they reflect their historical 
context. The unit also considers how classical culture and 
works con5nue to influence modern society today. 
 

Unit 3: Classical Expressions 
This unit explores two ways ancient Greek or Roman 
socie5es shared their ideas and values: epic 

poetry and material culture. Students study famous epic 
stories and heroes to understand the beliefs and values 
of the 5me. They also inves5gate physical evidence such 
as buildings, monuments and artworks to learn about 
daily life, tradi5ons and culture. By examining these 
sources in their historical context, students gain a deeper 
understanding of ancient socie5es and what mahered to 
the people who lived in them. 
 

Unit 4: Classical Expressions 
This unit explores important ideas and issues that 
mahered in the ancient Greek and Roman world. 
Students study a range of texts, artworks and other 
cultural sources to see how different writers and creators 
expressed similar concerns. They compare works from 
different 5me periods, genres and socie5es, examining 
how context influences ideas and perspec5ves. Through 
analysing and comparing two major classical works, 
students develop a deeper understanding of classical 
culture and the values, beliefs and debates that shaped 
ancient socie5es. 

 

Economics 
Unit 1: Economic Decision-Making 
This unit introduces students to fundamental economic 
concepts and how individuals, businesses, and 
governments interact within the economy. Students 
explore decision making, incen5ves, and basic economic 
models such as demand and supply. They examine how 
markets determine prices, allocate resources, and 
influence living standards. The unit also introduces 
behavioural economics, inves5ga5ng how real human 
behaviour differs from tradi5onal models, and how these 
insights are applied by governments and businesses 
using contemporary case studies. 
 

Unit 2: Economic Issues and Living Standards 
This unit examines how economic decisions aim to 
maximise living standards through efficient resource use 
and economic growth. Students analyse the benefits and 
costs of growth and evaluate how well living standards 
are measured. They apply economic tools to inves5gate 
contemporary issues from local, na5onal, and global 
perspec5ves, considering influencing factors and the 
views of different stakeholders, and evalua5ng the 
effec5veness of responses. 
 

Unit 3: Australia’s Living Standards 
This unit explores how the Australian economy allocates 
resources through markets and government 
interven5on. Students examine factors affec5ng prices, 
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efficiency, and market failure, as well as the impacts of 
government policies. They study macroeconomic 
concepts, including aggregate demand and supply, and 
assess Australia’s achievement of economic goals. The 
unit also inves5gates interna5onal trade, exchange rates, 
and compe55veness, and how these influence living 
standards and macroeconomic performance. 
 

Unit 4: Managing the Economy  
This unit examines how government policies influence 
Australia’s ability to achieve macroeconomic goals and 
improve living standards. Students explore the use of 
fiscal policy (government spending and taxa5on) and 
monetary policy (interest rates managed by the RBA) to 
manage aggregate demand and stabilise the economy. 
They evaluate the effec5veness of these policies and 
their impact on economic outcomes. The unit also 
considers supply-side policies aimed at increasing 
produc5vity and long-term economic growth. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Case studies 
• Wrihen short and extended responses 
• Presenta5ons analysing economic data and 

their implica5ons 
• Problem solving and evalua5on ac5vi5es 

 
 

Geography 
Unit 1: Hazards and Disasters 
In this unit, students learn about hazards and 
disasters by studying two different types of hazards and 
how people respond to them. They explore what causes 
hazards, the impacts they have on people and the 
environment, and how human ac5vi5es and natural 
processes can be connected. Students also inves5gate 
ways communi5es can reduce risks and minimise the 
effects of hazard events. 
 

Unit 2: Tourism 
In this unit, students learn about tourism, including 
where it occurs, the different types of tourism, how it 
has changed over 5me, and its effects on people, places, 
and the environment. They study examples 
from Australia and other countries to compare different 
tourism experiences. 
Students explore how tourism contributes to economies 
and jobs, while also examining its impacts on local 
communi5es, cultures, and environments. They 
inves5gate how the growth of tourism around the world 
con5nues to shape places and people. 

Unit 3: Changing the land 
In this unit, students inves5gate how the Earth's 
landscapes are changing through changes in land 
cover and land use. They study major environmental 
changes such as mel5ng glaciers and ice 
sheets and deforesta5on, and explore what causes these 
changes and their impacts. Students also examine how 
people change land for purposes such as housing, 
farming, recrea5on, and transport, including 
inves5ga5ng a local example of land use change through 
fieldwork. 
 

Unit 3: Human Popula#on – trends and needs 
In this unit, students learn about human popula5ons, 
including how and why popula5ons change, move, and 
are distributed around the world. They explore the 
impacts of popula5on growth, ageing, and migra5on on 
people and places, and examine how governments and 
communi5es respond to these changes. Students also 
inves5gate one country with a growing popula5on and 
another with an ageing popula5on to compare different 
popula5on trends. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Crea5on and analysis of graphic data 
• Wrihen short and extended responses 
• Presenta5ons 
• Field work, data collec5on and analysis 

 

History 
Unit 1: Modern History – Change and Conflict 
This unit explores major changes in the world from the 
late 1800s to the mid-1900s. Students learn about key 
events, ideas, and people that shaped modern society, 
including imperialism, industrialisa5on, and the rise of 
new na5ons. It covers World War One as a turning point, 
the Great Depression, and the lead-up to World War 
Two. Students also study different poli5cal systems like 
fascism and communism, and how governments affected 
people’s lives. Cultural changes and responses from 
ar5sts and society are also examined. 
 

Unit 2: Modern History – The Changing World 
Order 
This unit looks at global changes from the end of World 
War Two to the early 2000s. Students study the Cold 
War, including the rivalry between democracy and 
communism, and key events like the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. They explore decolonisa5on, new na5ons, and 
ongoing conflicts. The unit also covers social movements 
such as civil rights and feminism, global coopera5on, 
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terrorism, and the impact of technology. Events like 9/11 
and the Global Financial Crisis show how the modern 
world con5nues to change. 
 

Units 3 and 4 Revolu#ons 
This unit studies revolu5ons and how they cause major 
changes in society. Students learn about the causes of 
revolu5ons—such as ideas, leaders, and condi5ons—and 
their consequences. They explore how new governments 
try to rebuild society, oZen facing conflict, violence, or 
resistance. Not all change is successful, and some old 
systems remain. Students use historical sources to 
analyse different perspec5ves, build arguments, and 
evaluate how much revolu5ons actually changed 
people’s lives. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Primary and secondary source analysis and 

annota5ons 
• Wrihen short and extended responses 
• Essays 

 
 

Legal Studies 
Unit 1: The Presump#on of Innocence 
This unit introduces the founda5ons of law, focusing on 
criminal law and its role in maintaining social order and 
protec5ng rights. Students explore sources and types of 
law, characteris5cs of effec5ve laws, and the roles of 
parliament and courts. They apply principles of jus5ce 
and key criminal law concepts to scenarios, understand 
how cases are resolved, and examine sanc5ons. Case 
studies are used to evaluate the effec5veness of the legal 
system. 
 

Unit 2: Wrongs and Rights  
This unit focuses on civil law and how it protects 
individual rights. Students examine key concepts and 
apply them to scenarios to determine liability in 
disputes. They explore different areas of civil law, 
methods of dispute resolu5on, and available remedies. 
The unit also covers human rights protec5on in Australia, 
poten5al reforms, and analysis of a contemporary 
human rights issue using recent case studies. 

 

Unit 3: Rights and Jus#ce 
This unit examines the Victorian jus5ce system and its 
role in upholding fairness, equality, and access. Students 
explore the structures and ins5tu5ons of criminal and 
civil law, including various courts and dispute resolu5on 
methods. They study the roles of legal par5cipants, the 
rights of accused individuals and vic5ms, and the 
effec5veness of sanc5ons and remedies, applying legal 
reasoning to real and hypothe5cal cases. 
 

Unit 4: The People, the Law and Reform 
This unit explores how laws are made and reformed in 
Australia. Students examine the Cons5tu5on and how it 
divides law making powers between Commonwealth and 
state parliaments, as well as the checks on these powers. 
They study the role of the High Court in interpre5ng and 
protec5ng the Cons5tu5on, and inves5gate how 
parliament, courts, individuals, the media, and law 
reform bodies influence legal change, applying legal 
reasoning to scenarios. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Short and extended form responses. 
• Essays  
• Case studies or reports 
• Oral presenta5ons 

 
 

Philosophy 
Unit 1: Philosophy, Existence and Knowledge 
This unit explores big philosophical ques5ons about 
reality and how we know things. Students study ideas 
from epistemology (knowledge) and metaphysics 
(reality) through discussion and inquiry. They prac5se 
thinking cri5cally, asking ques5ons, and deba5ng 
different viewpoints. Students also read and analyse 
philosophical texts and arguments, both old and new. 
They apply these ideas to real-world issues and consider 
how philosophy is relevant to everyday life today. 
 

Unit 2: Ques#ons of Value 
This unit looks at how people decide what is right, fair, or 
valuable. Students explore ideas about moral values, 
poli5cs, society, and art. They learn how to ques5on, 
support, and challenge different opinions about values. 
The unit includes studying at least one philosophical text 
and building skills in forming arguments and responses. 
Students also connect these ideas to current debates 
and consider how the spread of English has influenced 
cultures and values. 
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Unit 3: The Good Life 
This unit explores ques5ons about the mind and iden5ty, 
such as whether humans are more than just their bodies 
and how a person stays the same over 5me. Students 
compare different philosophical ideas and arguments 
with their own views and with modern debates. They 
learn to understand and evaluate arguments and 
viewpoints from philosophy and related areas like 
religion, psychology, sociology, and poli5cs. 
 

Unit 4: On Believing 
Technology has changed how we get and share 
informa5on, so we oZen rely on others, especially 
experts. This raises ques5ons about who to trust and 
how to tell good informa5on from bad. This unit explores 
how we form beliefs, when we should change them, and 
our responsibility for our own and others’ beliefs. It also 
links good thinking to living well. Students study ideas 
about belief, learn to jus5fy their views, and apply them 
to real-life situa5ons. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Short and extended form responses. 
• Essays  
• Case studies or reports 
• Oral presenta5ons 
• A wrihen analysis 
• A wrihen reflec5on 

 
 

Poli-cs 
Unit 1: Poli#cs, Power and Poli#cal Actors 
Why do governments make the decisions they do? Who 
really holds power in society? In VCE Poli5cs Unit 1, 
students explore how poli5cal actors — including 
governments, poli5cal par5es, media organisa5ons, 
pressure groups and ci5zens — influence poli5cal 
decision-making in Australia and around the world. 
Students inves5gate contemporary poli5cal issues, 
analyse compe5ng viewpoints and examine how power 
can shape socie5es for beher or worse. If you enjoy 
deba5ng current events, understanding how the world 
works and ques5oning why poli5cal decisions maher, 
Poli5cs offers an engaging and highly relevant subject. 

 

Unit 2: Democracy – Stability and Change 
Democracy is constantly evolving and facing new 
challenges. In Unit 2, students examine how democra5c 
systems operate, what threatens them and how socie5es 
respond to poli5cal change. From misinforma5on and 
protests to global conflicts and the rise of new poli5cal 
movements, students inves5gate contemporary issues 
affec5ng democracies in Australia and interna5onally. 
Poli5cs encourages students to think cri5cally, challenge 
assump5ons and develop informed opinions about the 
future of democra5c socie5es and their own role as 
ac5ve ci5zens. 
 

Assessment may include: 
In VCE Poli5cs, assessments may be in varied wrihen and 
oral forms including: 

• Analysis and evalua5on of sources 
• A poli5cal debate or inquiry 
• A poli5cal simula5on 
• A wrihen poli5cal brief 
• Short and extended answer ques5ons 
• Essays 
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English
English and English as an 
addi-onal language 
Unit 1 
Students explore texts by making personal connec5ons 
and analysing how authors use character, sexng, plot, 
voice, and point of view to convey ideas and values. They 
build inferen5al reading skills and examine how 
vocabulary, structure, and language create layered 
meaning. Learners reflect on how texts represent human 
experiences and cultural, social, and historical values, 
comparing them with their own. They develop effec5ve 
wri5ng across imagina5ve, persuasive, and informa5ve 
forms, guided by mentor texts, while considering 
purpose, audience, and context to craZ cohesive and 
engaging responses. 
 

Unit 2 
Students deepen inferen5al reading and viewing skills by 
studying a new text type and exploring how vocabulary, 
structure, language features, and conven5ons create 
meaning. They analyse ideas, tensions, and 
representa5ons in texts, considering historical, social, 
and cultural contexts alongside their own perspec5ves. 
Students extend responses into more analy5cal and 
abstract thinking. They also examine how arguments are 
constructed in media, analysing conten5on, evidence, 
structure, and persuasive techniques. Applying this 
understanding, they create their own point-of-view oral 
presenta5ons on contemporary issues to influence an 
intended audience. 
 

Unit 3 
Students analyse and respond to texts both cri5cally and 
crea5vely, examining how textual features shape 
meaning and influence interpreta5on. They develop 
sustained analy5cal responses supported by evidence 
and produce crea5ve pieces that demonstrate 
understanding of texts. Students also analyse and 
compare arguments in media texts on topical issues, 
evalua5ng how language, visuals, purpose, audience, 
and context shape persuasion and impact. They explore 
how persuasive techniques strengthen or weaken 
arguments. EAL students addi5onally develop listening 
skills through focused engagement with spoken texts. 
 

Unit 4 
Students analyse and compare two texts, examining how 
elements like character, sexng, voice, and structure 

convey ideas and themes about human experience. 
Through comparison, they deepen their understanding 
of shared and differing perspec5ves. Students also 
explore how texts influence audiences, developing skills 
in analysing and construc5ng persuasive arguments. 
They apply these skills to create their own persuasive 
responses on a recent media issue, culmina5ng in an oral 
presenta5on that uses carefully selected language and 
argument techniques to effec5vely posi5on an audience. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Oral presenta5ons 
• Passage analyses 
• Essays 
• Group discussions and debates 
• Crea5ve wri5ng 

 

Bridging EAL  
Unit 1: English for learning  
In this unit students build their understanding of how 
spoken and wrihen Standard Australian English (SAE) is 
used to communicate effec5vely in a variety of contexts 
and for a range of purposes. Students develop the ability 
to listen, speak, read and write for everyday and 
academic purposes. They explore how language features, 
structures and conven5ons can be used to express ideas 
and opinions, and to create their own spoken and 
wrihen texts.  
 

Unit 2: English for life  
This unit is comprised of one compulsory study and one 
elec5ve study. The compulsory area of study is: Area of 
Study 1: English for self-expression The elec5ve areas of 
study enable students to extend their understanding of 
how English is constructed and used to communicate in a 
variety of contexts and for a range of purposes. One of 
the following elec5ve areas of study must be selected for 
study: Area of Study 2: English in the media OR Area of 
Study 3: English for the workplace. 
 

English Language 
Unit 1: Language and Communica#on 
Language is essen5al for how people connect, 
understand the world, and communicate. In this unit, 
students learn how language is organised and used to 
share ideas and experiences. They study how language 
works as a system of signs and rules, and how speech 
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and wri5ng are the main ways we communicate. 
Students also explore how context and culture influence 
language choices, and how children learn language as 
they grow. 
 

Unit 2: Language Change 
Languages are always changing over 5me. In this unit, 
students learn why English changes and how it has 
spread around the world. They compare old and modern 
language and study how changes affect different parts of 
language. They also explore how people feel about these 
changes. Students examine how English has developed 
into many varie5es due to global use and contact with 
other languages, and consider how this has affected 
other languages and cultures. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Passage analyses or detailed annota5ons 
• Analy5cal essays 
• Short and extended responses to structured 

ques5ons 
 
 

Literature 
 
Unit 1: 
Students learn how di0erent texts use language, 
structure, and style to create meaning. They study written 
and visual texts and think about how people’s 
experiences and viewpoints a0ect interpretation. They 
practise close analysis by examining specific language 
features and details. Students study di0erent types of 
literature (like crime, romance, or modernism) to 
understand common ideas, styles, and features. They 
compare texts within a genre, explore shared themes and 
patterns, and experiment with how these texts represent 
the world and people. 
 
Unit 2: 
Students explore the perspectives of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, learning how culture, 
identity, and connection to Country are shown in texts. 
They examine the impact of colonisation, challenge 
stereotypes, and reflect on di0erent Australian views and 
values. 
Students study how a text reflects its historical, social, 
and cultural setting. They analyse how language and ideas 
show the time and place of the text, and how meaning is 
shaped by context. 
 
Unit 3: 
Students explore how changing a text into a di0erent form 
(like a film or play) can change its meaning. They compare 

the original and the adaptation to see what ideas are 
emphasised or altered. Students learn that texts can be 
understood in di0erent ways. They develop their own 
interpretations by analysing ideas and values, and 
consider how others might interpret the same text 
di0erently. 
 
Unit 4: 
This unit focuses on creating and analysing texts. 
Students learn how authors use language, structure, and 
style to shape meaning, then apply this by creating their 
own imaginative responses based on a set text. They 
explore how changing form or context can alter meaning 
and reflect on their own ideas and values. Students also 
closely analyse texts, using detailed evidence, and 
consider di0erent interpretations, including insights 
gained from additional readings, to deepen their 
understanding. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Passage analyses or detailed annota5ons 
• Analy5cal essays 
• Short and extended responses to structured 

ques5ons 
• Crea5ve responses 

 
 

mailto:ringwood.sc@education.vic.edu.au
http://www.ringwoodsc.vic.edu.au/


ringwood.sc@education.vic.edu.au (03) 9870 2002 www.ringwoodsc.vic.edu.au 

 

 

Ringwood Secondary College Page 20 of 31 

Health and Physical Educa;on
Health and Human Development 
Unit 1: Understanding Health and Wellbeing 
This unit explores what health and wellbeing mean and 
how different people understand them. Students learn 
about the World Health Organiza5on’s defini5on and the 
basic condi5ons needed for good health. They look at 
factors that influence health, including culture and 
beliefs, with ahen5on to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander perspec5ves. The unit examines different types 
of health, how health is measured, and focuses on youth 
health. Students also build skills by analysing data and 
studying the role of food in health. 
 

Unit 2: Managing Health and Development 
This unit looks at how health and wellbeing change as 
people grow from youth into adulthood. Students learn 
about increasing independence, responsibili5es, 
rela5onships, and possible parenthood. They study the 
Australian healthcare system from a young person’s 
perspec5ve and prac5se understanding health 
informa5on. The unit also explores how digital media 
affects health, and issues around health data and access 
to quality care. 
 

Unit 3: Australian’s Health in a Globalised 
World 
This unit explores health and wellbeing as complex and 
changing ideas that differ across contexts. Students learn 
that good health is important for both individuals and 
society, and that it is a basic human right. They examine 
differences in health across Australia and study how 
health has improved over 5me. The unit also looks at 
health promo5on and how different strategies work 
together, mainly in Australia but with some global 
context. 
 

Unit 4: Health and Human Development in a 
Global Context  
This unit looks at health and human development 
around the world. Students compare health in different 
countries and learn why inequali5es exist, including 
social, economic, and environmental factors. They study 
how health has changed over 5me and the impact of 
global issues like climate change, technology, conflict, 
and migra5on. The unit also examines global efforts to 
improve health, including the UN, WHO, and aid 
programs, and evaluates how effec5ve these ac5ons are. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Genera5ng data from an experiment 
• A wrihen response/report on a contemporary 

issue 
• Data analysis 
• Crea5on of a scien5fic poster or infographic 
• Laboratory or field report using data from 

experiments or collated observa5ons 
 

Physical Educa-on 
Unit 1: The Human Body in Mo#on 
Students learn how the bones, muscles, heart, and lungs 
work together to help the body move. They examine 
what each part does and how the body responds during 
different types of physical ac5vity. Through prac5cal 
ac5vi5es, students explore how these systems work 
together at different levels of intensity. 
They also look at common injuries and condi5ons 
affec5ng muscles and bones, and learn ways to prevent 
and manage them. Finally, students consider the pros 
and cons of using legal and illegal methods to improve 
performance, including the possible benefits and risks. 
 

Unit 2: Physical Ac#vity, Sport, Exercise and 
Society 
This unit helps students understand the importance of 
being physically ac5ve for their health and wellbeing. 
Students take part in different ac5vi5es and learn how 
physical ac5vity and sedentary behaviour affect 
themselves and others. They collect and analyse data to 
iden5fy barriers and ways to improve par5cipa5on, and 
use this knowledge to create a personal ac5vity plan. 
Students also explore social factors that influence 
par5cipa5on and inves5gate a current issue related to 
sport or physical ac5vity, looking at its past, present and 
future impact on access, inclusion and performance. 
 

Unit 3: Movement Skills and Energy for 
Physical Ac#vity, Sport and Exercise  
This unit helps students understand how and why people 
move the way they do, using science. Students learn to 
analyse and improve movement skills by applying 
biomechanics and coaching techniques in prac5cal 
ac5vi5es to boost performance. They also study how the 
body’s systems—heart, lungs and muscles—work 
together to provide oxygen and energy during exercise, 
explore how the three energy systems support different 
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types of ac5vity, and learn what causes fa5gue and how 
to delay it and recover more effec5vely. 
 

Unit 4: Training to Improve Performance 
This unit teaches students how to understand and 
improve movement in sport and exercise using science. 
Students learn to analyse skills using biomechanics and 
coaching techniques, and apply these ideas in prac5cal 
ac5vi5es to improve performance. They also study how 
the body’s systems (heart, lungs and muscles) supply 
energy, explore how the three energy systems work 
together during ac5vity, and learn what causes fa5gue 
and how to delay it and recover more effec5vely. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Extended and short wrihen responses to 

structured ques5ons 
• Wrihen reports  
• Oral/visual presenta5ons 

 
 

Outdoor Educa-on and 
Environmental Studies 
Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for 
physical ac#vity, sport and exercise 
This unit looks at how people in Australia have 
connected with the natural environment over about 
60,000 years. Students study how these rela5onships 
have changed over 5me and what factors influence 
them. They explore different examples of human impact 
and take part in outdoor experiences to compare 
environments and reflect on what they learn. Students 
also build knowledge and skills about these 
environments and complete a project inves5ga5ng how 
human rela5onships and sustainability have changed in 
at least two outdoor places. 
 
 

Unit 4: Sustainable outdoor environments 
This unit focuses on how to use and care for outdoor 
environments in a sustainable way. Students learn to 
assess the health of natural areas and understand why 
this mahers for the future. They explore how to balance 
human needs with protec5ng the environment and study 
laws and management strategies used in Australia. 
Through outdoor experiences, students prac5se skills to 
care for these places and reflect on what they learn. 
They also inves5gate how people can take ac5on to 
protect environments and complete a project on 
sustainability in two outdoor areas. 
 

 

Assessment may include: 
• Extended and short wrihen responses to 

structured ques5ons 
• Wrihen reports  
• Oral/visual presenta5ons 
• Field trip analysis  
• Responding to observed and analy5cal data 
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Languages 
French 
 

Unit 1 
This unit helps students build their French language skills 
while learning about French-speaking cultures. Students 
explore different topics through French texts, 
conversa5ons and cultural ac5vi5es, developing their 
vocabulary, grammar and communica5on skills. They 
analyse cultural products and prac5ces such as stories, 
films, music, food, art, fes5vals and sport. Students apply 
their knowledge of the French language and culture in 
new situa5ons and reflect on how language and culture 
influence the way people communicate with different 
audiences and in different contexts. 
 

Unit 2 
This unit develops students’ French language skills while 
exploring different aspects of French-speaking cultures. 
Students study a range of topics through visual, spoken 
and wrihen texts, building their vocabulary, grammar 
and communica5on skills. They examine cultural 
products and prac5ces to understand how perspec5ves 
can differ between communi5es. Students also reflect on 
the rela5onship between language and culture and how 
it influences meaning, understanding and 
communica5on in different situa5ons and for different 
audiences. 
 

Unit3 
This unit helps students develop advanced French 
communica5on skills by exploring a range of topics 
related to French-speaking communi5es. Students learn 
how French speakers share ideas, discuss issues, and 
persuade others. They build their vocabulary, grammar 
and language skills while analysing informa5on, forming 
opinions and crea5ng persuasive arguments in French. 
Students also examine how language and culture 
influence meaning and communica5on, and consider 
how their knowledge of French can be used in areas such 
as further study, travel, work and community 
involvement. 
 

Unit 4 
 
This unit deepens students’ understanding of French-
speaking cultures through the study of a range of topics. 
Students explore cultural perspec5ves, prac5ces and 
products, using French to build their vocabulary, 
grammar and communica5on skills. They examine how 
culture, place and 5me shape people’s values, axtudes 
and behaviours, and reflect on their own observa5ons 
and experiences. The unit also encourages students to 
consider how understanding different cultures can 
improve rela5onships, broaden perspec5ves and help 
people engage more effec5vely in an increasingly 
connected world. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Extended and short wrihen responses to 

structured ques5ons 
• Oral/visual presenta5ons 
• Conversa5on prac5ce 
• Responding to visual or wrihen s5mulus 
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Mathema;cs 
 

Founda-on Mathema-cs 
Unit 1 
Founda5on Maths Units 1 and 2 build prac5cal maths 
skills for real-life, work, and further study. Unit 1 
strengthens basic maths, helps students work 
independently and with others, communicate ideas, and 
make informed decisions. Topics include algebra and 
numbers, data and sta5s5cs, discrete maths, and 
measurement. Students apply maths using everyday 
contexts and use both mental methods and technology 
(like graphs, calcula5ons, and data tools) to solve 
problems. These units prepare students for Units 3 and 
4. 
 

Unit 2 
Unit 2 builds on earlier learning by helping students 
apply maths to real-life problems from school, work, and 
everyday situa5ons. It covers the same areas: algebra 
and numbers, data and sta5s5cs, discrete maths, and 
measurement. Students prac5se using a range of maths 
skills—like calcula5ons, graphs, tables, and formulas—
both with and without technology. They also improve 
mental maths and es5ma5on. Technology is used 
throughout to support learning, problem-solving, and 
assessment. 
 

Assessment May Include: 
• Porrolio 
• Assignments 
• Tests 
• Solu5ons to sets of worked ques5ons 
• Summary notes or review notes. 
• Modelling tasks 
• Problem-solving tasks  
• Mathema5cal inves5ga5ons 

 

General Mathema-cs 
Units 1 and 2 
These units introduce key maths topics and prepares 
students for later study. They include data and sta5s5cs, 
algebra, graphs, and discrete maths. Students prac5se 
using different methods like calcula5ons, equa5ons, 
diagrams, and technology. They also develop skills in 
solving problems, es5ma5ng, and working with numbers 
both by hand and using digital tools. 

 

Units 3 and 4 
These units focus on using maths in real-life situa5ons. 
Students study topics like data analysis, probability, 
financial maths, matrices, and networks. They build on 
skills from earlier units, using calcula5ons, graphs, and 
equa5ons to solve problems. Students also prac5se 
mental maths and use technology such as calculators 
and soZware to support their learning. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Assignments 
• Tests 
• Solu5ons to sets of worked ques5ons 
• Summary notes or review notes. 
• Modelling tasks 
• Problem-solving tasks 
• Mathema5cal inves5ga5ons. 

 

Mathema-cal Methods 
Units 1 and 2 
Mathema5cal Methods Units 1 and 2 introduce basic 
maths skills like algebra, func5ons, graphs, calculus, and 
sta5s5cs in real-life and theore5cal situa5ons. Unit 1 
focuses on simple func5ons and key areas including 
graphs, algebra, calculus, and data analysis. Students 
build skills step by step across both units to prepare for 
Units 3 and 4. They learn to solve problems using 
calcula5ons, equa5ons, graphs, and technology, while 
also developing mental maths and es5ma5on skills. 
Unit 2 builds on Unit 1 by studying more advanced 
func5ons (like exponen5al and trigonometric), 
polynomial calculus, and how maths can model real 
situa5ons. Students con5nue learning algebra, graphs, 
calculus, and sta5s5cs in a clear step-by-step 
progression. They develop skills in solving equa5ons, 
working with graphs, and using differen5a5on and basic 
integra5on, both by hand and with technology. Mental 
maths and es5ma5on skills are also important 
throughout the unit. 
 

Units 3 and 4 
Units 3 and 4 build on earlier maths and cover more 
complex func5ons, algebra, calculus, probability and 
sta5s5cs. Students study how func5ons combine, 
analyse graphs, and use calculus (like differen5a5on and 
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integra5on) to solve problems. Unit 3 focuses on 
func5ons, algebra, and deriva5ves, while Unit 4 adds 
integra5on and probability topics. Skills become more 
advanced, with harder problems and real-world 
applica5ons. Students use both mental methods and 
technology to solve equa5ons, model situa5ons, and 
analyse data. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Assignments 
• Tests 
• Solu5ons to sets of worked ques5ons 
• Summary notes or review notes. 

 

Specialist Mathema-cs 
Units 1 and 2 
Specialist Mathema5cs Units 1 and 2 are for students 
who want to study maths in greater depth. The course 
focuses on problem-solving, reasoning, proof, and real-
world applica5ons. It covers topics like algebra, 
func5ons, data, geometry, and discrete maths. These 
units, along with Mathema5cal Methods, prepare 
students for the more advanced Units 3 and 4. Students 
develop skills in working with numbers, graphs, matrices, 
and algorithms, using both mental methods and 
technology. 
 

Units 3 and 4 
Specialist Mathema5cs Units 3 and 4 cover advanced 
topics like algebra, calculus, probability, func5ons, 
discrete maths, and geometry. The course focuses on 
deeper understanding, reasoning, and solving complex 
problems in real-world contexts. It builds on earlier 
maths studies and oZen runs alongside Mathema5cal 
Methods. Unit 3 introduces key ideas, while Unit 4 
develops them further, including sta5s5cs. Students 
learn to work with complex numbers, vectors, graphs, 
and calculus using both mental skills and technology. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Assignments 
• Tests 
• Solu5ons to sets of worked ques5ons 
• Summary notes or review notes. 
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Sciences 
Biology 
Unit 1: How Do Living Things Stay Alive 
This unit explores how living things survive. Students 
learn about cells as the basic units of life and what they 
need to func5on. They study how organisms adapt to 
their environment and how the body keeps stable 
condi5ons (homeostasis). Students also examine how 
different organisms interact in ecosystems, including the 
role of key species. They learn how living things are 
classified, how popula5ons grow, and how organisms 
depend on both living and non-living parts of their 
environment. 
 

Unit 2: How is Con#nuity of Life Maintained? 
This unit is about how cells reproduce and how gene5c 
informa5on is passed on. Students learn how cells copy 
DNA and divide, and compare different types of cell 
division. They explore sexual and asexual reproduc5on 
and their pros and cons. The unit covers stem cells and 
their role in growth and medical treatments. Students 
also study gene5cs, including how traits are inherited, 
how to read family trees (pedigrees), and how genes and 
the environment affect traits. They consider gene5c 
condi5ons, screening, and related ethical issues. 
 

Unit 3: How Do Cells Maintain Life? 
This unit focuses on how cells work at a detailed level. 
Students learn about cell structures, how molecules 
move in and out, and how important molecules like DNA 
and proteins func5on. They study how cells release 
energy, communicate, and respond to signals. The unit 
also explores how the immune system works to protect 
the body. Overall, it shows how 5ny molecular 
interac5ons keep living things alive and func5oning. 
 

Unit 4: How Does Life Change and Respond to 
Challenges Over Time? 
This unit looks at how life on Earth has changed over 
5me. Students learn how species are related and how 
evolu5on happens through natural selec5on. They study 
evidence from fossils, geography, and gene5cs to 
understand how species have developed. The unit also 
explores human evolu5on and how biology and culture 
are connected. Students consider how DNA technology 
can change living things, and the possible social and 
ethical impacts. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Genera5ng data from an experiment 
• A wrihen response/report on a contemporary 

issue 
• Data analysis 
• Crea5on of a scien5fic poster or infographic 
• Laboratory or field report using data from 

experiments or collated observa5ons 
 

Chemistry 
Unit 1: How Can the Diversity of Materials Be 
Explained? 
This unit explores how different materials are made and 
used. Students learn about the structure and proper5es 
of substances like metals, polymers and ionic 
compounds, and how to measure chemical quan55es. 
They carry out experiments such as separa5ng mixtures, 
tes5ng metals, and making polymers. The unit also 
focuses on sustainability, including using renewable 
resources and reducing waste. Students use correct 
chemistry language to explain their findings and 
complete a research project on how materials can be 
produced or used in more environmentally friendly ways. 
 

Unit 2: How Do Chemical Reac#ons Shape the 
Natural World? 
This unit looks at how chemists study substances in 
everyday life. Students learn about substances dissolved 
in water and gases formed in reac5ons. They explore 
acid-base and redox reac5ons and how they are used in 
society. Prac5cal experiments include measuring heat, 
tes5ng reac5ons, and analysing substances. Students use 
correct chemical language to explain their results. They 
also complete an inves5ga5on where they design or 
adapt an experiment to study gases, reac5ons, or 
substances in water. 
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Unit 3: How Can Design and Innova#on Help 
to Op#mise Chemical Processes? 
This unit looks at how we produce energy and materials 
using chemistry as global demand grows. Students 
compare fuels, study how chemical reac5ons release 
energy, and consider environmental impacts. They learn 
about baheries, fuel cells, and electrolysis, and how to 
control reac5on rates safely and efficiently. Prac5cal 
experiments are included. Students also use correct 
chemical language to explain results and evaluate claims. 
A student-designed inves5ga5on on energy or chemical 
produc5on is completed and assessed. 
 

Unit 4: How Are Carbon-Based Compounds 
Designed for Purpose? 
This unit focuses on carbon based (organic) compounds 
found in everyday products like fuels, foods, and 
medicines. Students learn how these compounds are 
structured, react, and are made, including using 
environmentally friendly “green chemistry.” They explore 
how food is processed in the body and how medicines 
work. Prac5cal work includes making and analysing 
organic substances and iden5fying their proper5es. 
Students also use chemical language to explain results 
and evaluate informa5on. A student-designed 
inves5ga5on on energy or organic chemistry is 
completed and assessed. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Genera5ng data from an experiment 
• A wrihen response/report on a contemporary 

issue 
• Data analysis 
• Crea5on of a scien5fic poster or infographic 
• Laboratory or field report using data from 

experiments or collated observa5ons 
 

Environmental Science 
Unit 1: How Are Earth’s Systems Connected? 
This unit looks at Earth as four connected systems: air 
(atmosphere), water (hydrosphere), land (lithosphere), 
and living things (biosphere). Students learn how these 
systems interact and support life, including what 
organisms need to survive. They study how natural 
events and human ac5ons affect ecosystems, both now 
and over 5me. Students also explore local ecosystems 
and how living and non-living parts can be observed, 
measured, and monitored. 
 

Unit 2: How can pollu#on be managed? 
This unit looks at pollu5on and how it affects Earth’s air, 
water, land and living things. Students learn the 
difference between wastes, contaminants and 
pollutants, and how pollu5on is measured and managed. 
They study how pollu5on impacts human health and the 
environment over 5me, and how it can spread between 
Earth’s systems. The role of governments, technology 
and communi5es in reducing pollu5on is explored. 
Students also compare major pollutants and consider 
different ways to manage and reduce their effects. 
 

Unit 3: How Can Biodiversity and 
Development Be Sustained? 
This unit focuses on how to manage the environment 
using sustainability principles. Students learn about 
biodiversity and why it is important for life. They study 
the threats to biodiversity and how to protect 
endangered species. Using case studies, they explore 
how environmental decisions affect Earth’s systems (air, 
water, land and living things) and evaluate ways to 
manage these impacts responsibly. 
 

Unit 4: How Can the Impacts of Human Energy 
Use Be Reduced? 
This unit looks at how producing and using energy affects 
society and the environment. Students learn about how 
Earth’s systems (air, water, land and living things) interact 
and influence climate. They compare renewable and 
non-renewable energy, including their efficiency and 
impacts. The unit also covers climate change and the 
greenhouse effect. Students develop skills in analysing 
data, understanding uncertainty, and judging whether 
evidence shows real cause-and-effect or just a 
connec5on. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Genera5ng data from an experiment 
• A wrihen response/report on a contemporary 

issue 
• Data analysis 
• Crea5on of a scien5fic poster or infographic 
• Laboratory or field report using data from 

experiments or collated observa5ons 
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Physics 
Unit 1: How is energy useful to society? 
This unit explores key physics ideas about energy, 
including light, heat, electricity, and nuclear energy. 
Students learn how scien5sts use models to explain 
these concepts. They also apply these ideas to real-world 
issues such as communica5on technology, climate 
change, medical treatments, home electrical safety, and 
Australia’s energy use. 
 

Unit 2: How does physics help us to 
understand the world?  
This unit shows how experiments help scien5sts develop 
ideas and theories. Students inves5gate how forces 
affect mo5on and apply this to a real-life example. They 
also choose a topic of interest (such as climate science, 
medical physics or space) and explore how physics can 
help solve real-world problems. Finally, they complete 
their own inves5ga5on, collec5ng and analysing data 
using the skills and knowledge learned. 
 

Unit 3: How do fields explain mo#on and 
electricity?  
This unit focuses on how forces and mo5on work using 
Newton’s laws. Students study mo5on in one and two 
dimensions and learn how “fields” (gravita5onal, 
magne5c and electric) explain how objects can interact 
at a distance. They compare these fields and how they 
affect moving par5cles. The unit also looks at how 
electricity is generated and delivered, including how 
fields are used to transmit power and in technologies like 
par5cle accelerators. 
 

Unit 4: How have crea#ve ideas and 
inves#ga#on revolu#onised thinking in 
physics? 
This unit explores how scien5fic ideas about light, maher 
and energy have changed over 5me. Students learn how 
old models, like wave theory, were updated by new ideas 
such as quantum physics and rela5vity. They examine 
how light and maher can act like both waves and 
par5cles, and how mo5on near the speed of light 
changes how we see 5me and space. Students also learn 
how these ideas apply to real technologies like GPS, and 
complete their own inves5ga5on. 

 

Assessments may include 
• Genera5ng data from an experiment 
• A wrihen response/report on a contemporary 

issue 
• Data analysis 
• Crea5on of a scien5fic poster or infographic 

 

Psychology 
Unit 1: How Are Behaviour and Mental 
Processes Shaped? 
This unit explores how people develop psychologically, 
including when development does not follow the 
expected path. Students learn about different theories 
from both Western and non-Western perspec5ves, 
including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
knowledge. They study how the brain works, how it 
influences behaviour, and how it can change (brain 
plas5city), including the effects of brain damage. 
Students also complete a research inves5ga5on, 
analysing and evalua5ng psychological studies using 
cri5cal thinking skills. 
 

Unit 2: How Do Internal and External Factors 
Influence Behaviour and Mental Processes? 
This unit looks at how thinking about others (social 
cogni5on) affects axtudes, self-image and rela5onships. 
Students explore how behaviour is influenced by social, 
cultural and personal factors, including the experiences 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. They 
study how percep5on works, how it helps us understand 
the world, and how it can be distorted. Students also 
examine research on behaviour and complete their own 
inves5ga5on into factors that influence behaviour and 
mental processes. 
 

Unit 3: How Does Experience Affect Behaviour 
and Mental Processes? 
This unit explores how the nervous system, learning and 
memory work. Students learn how the brain and body 
interact with the world and how stress can affect mental 
func5oning, including links between the gut and brain. 
They study how people learn and remember 
informa5on, using different models and strategies like 
mnemonics. Cultural approaches, including Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander memory techniques, are also 
considered. Students complete their own inves5ga5on 
into mental processes and behaviour. 
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Unit 4: How is Mental Wellbeing Supported 
and Maintained? 
This unit looks at why sleep is important and how it 
affects mental health. Students learn how sleep works, 
including different stages like REM and NREM, and how 
sleep paherns change over 5me. They explore how poor 
sleep and lifestyle habits can impact thinking and 
wellbeing. The unit also examines mental health, 
including how it can be understood and supported, using 
biological, psychological and social factors. Students 
complete their own inves5ga5on into mental processes 
and wellbeing. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Genera5ng data from an experiment 
• A wrihen response/report on a contemporary 

issue 
• Data analysis 
• Crea5on of a scien5fic poster or infographic 
• Laboratory or field report using data from 

experiments or collated observa5ons 
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Technologies 
Applied Compu-ng (Units 1 and 2) 
Students learn a step-by-step approach to solving 
problems using data and soZware. They create data 
visualisa5ons with spreadsheets and databases, and 
build a working program using coding, tes5ng and 
debugging. They then design their own innova5ve 
solu5on to a real problem, working in teams. Students 
also learn about computer networks, cyber security risks, 
and how to protect data and informa5on. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Using and manipula5ng spreadsheets to 

present and analyse data 
• Crea5on of data visualisa5ons 
• Data analysis 
• Short and extended wrihen responses to case 

studies / scenarios 
 

SoNware Development (Units 3 
and 4) 
Students use a problem solving process to design and 
build soZware using an object oriented programming 
language. They create small soZware modules from 
given requirements, then plan and design their own 
project. In Unit 4, they develop, test and evaluate a 
complete soZware solu5on based on their design. 
Students also explore cyber security risks in soZware 
development, assess how organisa5ons manage these 
risks, and suggest ways to improve security prac5ces. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Using and manipula5ng spreadsheets to 

present and analyse data 
• Crea5on of data visualisa5ons 
• Data analysis 
• Short and extended wrihen responses to case 

studies / scenarios 
 

Food Studies 
Unit 1: Food Origins 
This unit explores how food has changed over 5me and 
across cultures. Students learn how people went from 
hun5ng and gathering to farming and modern global 
food systems, and study one food-producing region. 
They also focus on Australia, examining Indigenous foods 
and how immigra5on and industry have shaped today’s 
food culture. Students consider how technology and 
globalisa5on influence what we eat and complete 
prac5cal ac5vi5es to build and share their 
understanding. 
 

Unit 2: Food Makers 
This unit looks at how food is produced in modern 
Australia. Students learn about large food companies 
and also compare them with home cooking and small 
businesses. They explore how food industries support 
the economy and provide safe, quality food. Students 
prac5se cooking, compare their own food to commercial 
products, and learn how to prepare meals effec5vely at 
home. They also create new food ideas, adapt recipes for 
different needs, and explore opportuni5es to turn food 
skills into small business ventures. 
 

Unit 3: Food in Everyday Life 
This unit looks at how food is produced in modern 
Australia. Students learn about large food companies 
and also compare them with home cooking and small 
businesses. They explore how food industries support 
the economy and provide safe, quality food. Students 
prac5se cooking, compare their own food to commercial 
products, and learn how to prepare meals effec5vely at 
home. They also create new food ideas, adapt recipes for 
different needs, and explore opportuni5es to turn food 
skills into small business ventures. 
 

Unit 4: Food Issues, Challenges and Futures 
Students study Australia’s food system and the challenge 
of feeding a growing popula5on. They learn to ques5on 
food informa5on, avoid misinforma5on, and make 
informed food choices by reading labels and 
understanding marke5ng. They explore ideas like food 
security and sustainability. Students also examine 
environmental, ethical and farming issues, including 
climate impacts and food waste. They research real food 
issues and consider solu5ons for a sustainable future. 
Prac5cal tasks help them apply healthy ea5ng guidelines 
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and understand how food choices affect personal and 
planetary health. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Data analysis 
• Research report 
• Oral presenta5ons 
• Prac5cal demonstra5ons 
• Design solu5ons responding to a food-based 

problem 
 

Product Design and Technologies 
Unit 1: Design Prac#ces 
Unit 1 explores how product designers work, including 
teamwork, research, and idea genera5on. Students use 
crea5ve and cri5cal thinking to develop their own 
designs, using both hand drawing and digital tools. They 
experiment with materials, tools, and processes to 
create and test prototypes. The unit also involves 
analysing exis5ng products and new technologies, 
understanding design briefs, and applying the Double 
Diamond design framework. Students prac5se safe, 
prac5cal skills while developing and presen5ng 
innova5ve product ideas through drawings and 
prototypes. 
 

Unit 2: Posi#ve Impacts for End Users 
Designers research people’s needs locally and globally to 
create inclusive products that improve belonging, access, 
usability, and fairness. Students study how social and 
physical factors influence design, create profiles of users, 
and design products that meet their needs. They also 
learn how culture affects design, including how 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples create 
products and care for Country. Students explore 
sustainable prac5ces and recognise how cultural 
tradi5ons are reflected in modern designs, while making 
connec5ons to their own or other cultures. 
 

Unit 3: Ethical Product Design and 
Development 
Students inves5gate a real need or problem and design a 
product to address it, while considering ethical issues. 
They research users, develop ideas, and create a final 
concept using the Double Diamond design process. The 
unit focuses on sustainability, materials, and how 
products are made and used over 5me. Students 
examine social, environmental, and economic impacts, 
use ethical research methods, and evaluate their designs 
throughout the process to create responsible and 
effec5ve product solu5ons. 

 

Unit 4: Produc#on and Evalua#on of Ethical 
Designs 
Students keep working as designers while making their 
product, using materials, tools and safe processes. They 
gather and use feedback from users, and collect and 
present data to improve their design. They learn about 
ethical research and apply their findings during 
produc5on. Students also explore how new and future 
technologies and trends can inspire ideas, innova5on, 
and business opportuni5es. 
 

Assessment may include: 
• Case studies and analysis of data 
• Presenta5ons 
• Research report 
• Data analysis 
• Crea5on of a product following product 

research, planning, tes5ng and evalua5on 
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Glossary of Terms and Resources
ATAR  
Australian Ter5ary Admission Rank. The ATAR is an 
overall percen5le ranking, reflec5ng against the 
compara5ve performance of the student against their 
Year 12 cohort.  
 

GAT  
General Achievement Test undertaken by all Year 12 
students (VCE & VCE-VM) and any students comple5ng a 
Unit 3 and 4 sequence.  
 

Learning Outcomes  
Key skills and knowledge students must demonstrate to 
sa5sfactorily complete a unit (achieve an 'S’).  
 

SAC  
A school based assessment that is graded and used to 
assess Learning Outcomes.  
 

SAT  
A school based assessment that is graded and used to 
assess Learning Outcomes.  
 

VET  
Voca5onal Educa5on and Training  
 

VCAA  
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. VCAA is 
responsible for curriculum, assessment and cer5fica5on 
across Years 11 and 12 in Victoria. 
 

VCE & VCE-VM Victorian Cer#ficate of 
Educa#on / Victorian Cer#ficate of Educa#on - 
Voca#onal Major.  
The relevant VCE cer5ficate is awarded to students who 
sa5sfactorily complete the requirements of units within 
the cer5ficate. This usually occurs during Years 11 and 
12.  
 

VTAC  
Victorian Ter5ary Admissions Centre. This body is 
responsible for the compila5on of ter5ary entrance 
requirements and determining aggregate scores for all 
Victorian universi5es and most TAFE courses.  

Resources  
It is important that students refer to current resources 
and prerequisites, as these can change each year.  
The following resources may be useful:  

• RSC Careers website 
(hhps://www.ringwoodsccareers.com/) 

• RSC Careers Team - please contact to make an 
appointment (if necessary)  

• VTAC website (www.vtac.edu.au) 
• VCAA website (www.vcaa.vic.edu.au) 
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